ke | } U gO CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERStrg 


ING BEACH, LIBRARY, 
fe 
Heke ei ' al 
i im 


UNIVERSITY 


MAGAZINE 


mete i FEC) 


(7 


ell 


3758 
GNA 


UNIQUE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
MHIGATTAD *! 


arina Pacifica is 

filled with all that’s 

ique ¢ xciting for 
Holiday Shopping. Like 
the Unicorn, the gifts at 
Marina Pacifica are very 
special, often one-of-a- 
kind. This year find the 
gift that is uniquely 
yours at Marina Pacifica 
Shopping Village. Over 
80 fine stores and 
restaurants. 
Pacific Coast 


a Hwy. & 2nd 
St., Long Beach 


~~ 


CU 


Editor 
Darlene Guildner 


Managing Editor 
Dave Jessup 


Articles Editor 
Sandra Kent 


Copy Editor 
Jeffrey Holoubek 


Art Director 
Marsha Takeda 


Business Manager 
Debbie Leavitt 


Faculty Advisor 
Larry Meyer 


Staff 


Bill Campa Michael Carlisle 
Tom Chorneau Marsha Cohen 
Rick Corrales Mark Evidon 
Janice Franklin-Phipps 
Chris Hardaker Phyllis loffrida 
Chuck Jackson 
Syrie Ann James Debra Johnson 
Elizabeth Jones Pat Kalayjian 
Jeff Laham 
Timarie Lawrence Robert Lyday 
Kathleen Nash Tim Nunn 
Janice Parker 
Teresa Philbin Annie Rengel 
Sam Romero John Shrader 
Debbie Stanley 
John Trausch Anthony Wallace 
Wendy Wrisley Maryann Young 


This issue was published by the Department of Jour- 
nalism, California State University, Long Beach, 1250 
Bellflower Blvd., Long Beach, CA. 90840. Opinions ex- 
pressed in The University Magazine do not necessarily 


reflect the views of the faculty or administration of 
CSULB. Copyright 1980, CSULB Department of Jour- 
nalism. 


4 Celibate Chic 


8 Living Through The Post-Graduate 


Blues 


13. Get (And Keep) A Roof Over Your Head 


Stratego for Tenants 


Turn Today’s Rent Into Tomorrow’s Equity 


Alternate Routes In The Search For 
Affordable Housing 


20 Fighting For Self-Respect 


24 


Magazine staff members debate, often 
spiritedly, the question of who or what will 
appear on the cover. Cover art, after all, 
determines how many casual lookers will 
pick up the issue and read it. 

For several weeks now, contributing 
writers have sidled up and quietly lobbied 
that their play. 
Photographers and artists have ingenuously 
recommended their own works for the cover 
spot. Meanwhile, the editor and the art 
director engaged in a delicate struggle, the 


stories receive cover 


one pulling for content, the other for 
design. 

We are blessed with several colorful and 
evocative stories, each worthy of a cover 
plug. Dave Jessup’s sensitive tribute to a 


rundown, but unbeaten boxing gym; Bob 
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Is The Tide Running Out On Bolsa Chica? 


Put Your Love On The Line 


Death Valley: A Geologic Pressure-Cocker 


By MAC 


By Patricia Kalayjian 


By Maryann Young 


By Syrie Ann James 


By Janice Franklin-Phipps 


By David Jessup 


By Robert Lyday 


By Theresa Philbin 


Lyday’s concerned article on a threatened 
marshland; MAC’s own offbeat brand of 
humor, this time charting the rise of volun- 
tary chastity; and John Shrader’s scenic pic- 
tures of Death Valley’s diverse landscape all 
come to mind. 


Our guiding purpose in encouraging these 
talents was to present material purposefully 
disturbing to our readers. We want to 
gently jar them out of track, make them ask, 
“What the hell is going on here?’”’ 

Joan Didion wrote that we make up 


stories for ourselves to create meaning for 
senseless events. Disturbing ... but satisfy- 
ing too, because we don’t trust pat resolu- 
tions, and unresolved puzzles demand our 
participation, And that’s why our Santa 
Claus is intruding on the bathe. DG 


Because our society glorifies the sacred family unit with 
a fervor equal to that of the Munchkins’ hosannas to the 
great and powerful Oz, celibacy is considered an evil com- 
mensurate to the Wicked Witch of the West. 

What is it about celibacy that incites such vein-popping, 
blood-boiling fury and rancor? Why has even the most 
lukewarm advocate of celibacy been reduced in the eyes of 
society to the rank of a slug deserving to be stepped on? 

One takes his life in his hands if he even dares mention 
the matter in public. I was chased out of a tavern in San 
Dimas by an angry mob of bloodthirsty Rotarians after 
recklessly voicing my views. Yet another time I was 
humiliated in a back alley by a religious all-girl motorcycle 
gang. Take it from me, celibacy does not make for worthy 
cocktail party chatter. 

So when I heard of a movement christened The New 
Celibacy blossoming in (of all places) California, I scrambl- 
ed for cover, anticipating a cultural holocaust of ther- 
monuclear proportions. 

Celibacy stylish in Babylon? 
Chastity chic in America’s own red light district? 


PHOTO BY DAN SHUDO 
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If chastity is so hot, why 


Impossible! It’s an incontestable fact that California, bar- 
ring Disneyland and certain parts of Imperial County, is 
the waterbed of North America! Indeed, the State Bureau 
of Seismology and Sex Therapy has proved that 85 percent 
of all earthquakes here are Man-induced! 

Hard as it is to believe, many Californians are turning 
toward a less turbulent, continent lifestyle. There’s even 
an interesting book about the phenomenon called The 
New Celibacy, by psychologist Gabrielle Brown. 

Topping best-sellers lists in Siberia, Dr. Brown’s book 
offers a good argument for celibacy. Yet, though she 
states her case clearly and effectively, even I, a registered 
liberal, blanched at her proposal for complete sexual 
abstinence. Let’s face it, if chastity is so hot, why dc 
monks look so depressed? Why do chaste men and women 
always smile through clenched teeth and act high-strung? 
And when was the last time you saw a eunuch with joze 
de vivre, hmm? Personally, even the company of Boy 
Scouts makes me nervous. 

Undoubtedly, the question everyone’s asking, especially 
anxious kids reaching puberty, is how the gosh-darned 
movement got started in the first place. History, as 
always, provides an answer. 

At the start of the 1970’s (or the Orgasmic Age, as 
some sociologists call it,) the phrase “‘free love’’ flowed 
from the mouths of the Woodstock generation and coated 
the minds of pre-Watergate America like a gluey milk-of- 
magnesia. Man, what a groovy cure for society’s sexual 
constipation! After decades of famine, sex-starved citizens 
suddenly grabbed the proverbial key to the candy store 
and gorged themselves. 

This era of gluttony was analyzed by noted sex fanatic 
Alfred C. Minsey in his 1977 report, ‘“Cowhide: Apparel 
or Aphrodisiac?’’ In it, Minsey propounds his theory of a 
correlation between America’s sexual awakening in 
the’70’s and the skyrocketing market for wholesale and 
retail leather clothing: 

“©... (there) exists a definite link between the huge pro- 
fits netted by the leather garments industry and 
America’s elevated sexual consciousness. Data on this 
topic is scarce, and opinions by psychologists and 
sociologists diverge widely. However, when was the last 
time you came across a reasonably priced leather suit, in- 
cluding cuffs and a vest? Chances are you were also sex- 
ually frustrated when you did and practiced “dry hump- 


ing’ as a method of birth control ...”’ 
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do monks look depressed? 


Minsey shrewdly foresaw a shift back to Puritan ethics, 
and made this incredibe forecast: 

‘*Studies indicate a change in societal mores within the 
next five years. The leather market will decline owing to 
society’s sublimated tastes for silk and cotton vestments 
like frocks, cloaks, robes and habits ... .”’ 

Minsey’s prediction that by the year 2000 we'll all be 
wearing tweeds and living like Quakers seems farfetched. 
But, it is interesting to note that the advent of celibacy 
coincided with the rising demand for designer jeans. 

Besides new fashions, what else does continence offer 
hip guys and gals? Quite a bit if they can bear the constant 
migraines. Celibacy requires no special uniform or ex- 
hausting warm-up exercises, as does jogging. It costs little 
and may even save you money. I knew one liberated lass 
who amassed a small fortune after she knocked Harvey’s 
Bristol Cream off her grocery list. 

There’s no age limit. Celibacy is for kids of all ages; par- 
ticularly those tiny toddlers too young to have mastered 
the fine art of looking blase in a singles’ bar while sipping 
Pina Coladas. 

Still, despite these admitted virtues, swingers ask why 
the New Celibacy comes now? Especially when deals on 
hot tubs are so good? For the answer, let us turn to the 
philosopher Santayana who said, “‘Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”’ 

Old George’s maxim confirms the marketing rule that 
trends (like menses) occur in cycles. Cultures come and 
g0, Civilizations rise and fall, the Mohawk drifts in and out 
of style. 

Man has always struggled with his libido. One moment 
he slakes his lust in wanton Roman orgies. A scant 
millenium or so onward, he’s chucked the olive oil and 
briar whips to launch the Crusades. Later, during the 
Renaissance, he sublimates his drives in science, music, 
literature and art. Particularly art, since nudes in paintings 
are wildly popular. 

But, Man quickly discovers there is more to life than art 
and ultimately, he winds up at a drive-in, in an overcoat 
watching The Swinging Stewardesses. Thus, the condi- 
tion of Man: the mind is willing, but the flesh just has to 
get down and boogie. 

This contest between the spiritual and the physical is 
endless and New Celibacy, like Prohibition, Abolition and 
the Inquisition, is merely an effort to get Mankind back on 
the right path. Back to the days of morality and decency, 


chastity and purity, penitence and guilt. Back to the days 
when an impure thought meant eternal damnation. Back 
to the good old days. 

Naturally, not everyone is ready to trade in his silk 
underwear and chain jewelry for a hair shirt and chain 
mail, particularly in Marina del Rey where such attire is 
thought declasse. Thus celibacy becomes the volatile issue 
of the eighties — even more intense than the disco furor. 
There is simply no middle ground on the subject. 

Opponents say celibacy is an unnatural act and a crime 
against nature, much like AM radio. Nationwide protests 
by an organization called CROC (Committee to Rub Out 
Celibacy) have been vehement. Representing several adult 
motel franchises, sex-paraphernalia mail order firms, the 
canned oyster industry, and Bud’n’ Wilma’s Little Chapel 
of Love off Highway 61, CROC charges celibates with an 
attempt to sabotage the American economy. Financial 
reports, obtained from Fortume magazine, seem to 
substantiate that charge. In fiscal 1979, the federal govern- 
ment received almost a billion dollars in tax revenue from 
manufacturers of contraceptive foams alone. 

Warren M. Renfrew, a born-again onanist and member 
of Californians for Celibacy, disputes the report: ‘‘Listen, 
honey! Everybody I know uses those foams. They’re good 
for a 1001 household purposes. They work wonders on kit- 
chen counter tops and sinks. And what they do for 
stainless steel silverware!’’ 

Nevertheless, its detractors snarl that celibacy is cruel 
and inhuman torture. Citing over two hundred years of 
married Jewish male suffering, CROC denounced sexual 
abstinence as mentally, physically and__ spiritually 
debilitating, concluding that its practice would make for a 
dull honeymoon. Some psychologists, however, disagree 


In analyzing the deviant celibate personality, Louis 
Jourdan Bouchez discovered certain key characteristics. 

“Ze celibate, mon ami, is usually a man or a woman. 
Very often zis person may be physically unattractive, 
possess ze anti-social tendencies or just smell bad. 
Ostracized by society, zey are very often terribly unhappy 
and horny people.”’ 

Painful relationships or unpleasant sexual encounters 
may drive a person into a life of safe, healing seclusion. 

Dr. Marquis DeSade Bouchez: 

“‘Abhh, mon petit, love c’est un painful sing, no? It 
hurts to be in love. It hurts to make love. And what is 
love but Life, ahh? And Life can be verrry painful, eef you 
know how to work it out, 2 ’est-ce pas ?’’ 

For the most part, American psychologists agree with 
their French colleagues, although Dr. Benjamin ‘‘Skip’’ 
Pruitt balks at classifying celibates by type. He does admit, 
however, that “‘a hunchback at Notre Dame would pro- 
bably be more receptive to the concept of celibacy than, 
say, a cheerleader in Malibu, California.’ 

Unfortunately, the concept of celibacy is regarded as 
foreign by our society and will probably not be greeted 
with the same warm acceptance as was the Peugeot and 
Brigitte Bardot. 

This past summer the In’n’ Out restaurant chain con- 
ducted a survey asking customers what they thought 
about the New Celibacy. The results were hardly surpris- 
ing. Ninety-five percent of the customers polled not only 
opposed celibacy, but considered it a subversive plot hat- 
ched from either the Kremlin or Dade County. A confus- 
ed four percent rejected celibacy because they ‘‘don’t like 


’ 


vegetables of any kind on their burgers.’’ And one per- 


cent objected to the New Celibacy because they ‘‘can’t 


And when was the last time you saw aeunuch with joie de vivre? 


and feel chastity can be beneficial to a person’s health. 
Particularly when one’s sexual partner is afflicted with 
lice, crabs or other shellfish. 

Studies of abstinence conducted by the distinguished 
Bouchez brothers at the Maurice Chevalier Institute of 
Neuroscience in Nice, France, were published in the spr- 
ing, 1980, number of Human Behavior Based upon their 
findings, Dr. Charles Boyer Bouchez states: 

‘*Zere is no definite psychological evidence zat con- 
tinence over a prolonged period of time is in anyway 
harmful. However, a person who has abstained from sex 
for more zan a month should not be allowed to operate ze 


bye) 


heavy machinery ... . 


stand Franklin D. Roosevelt!’’ 

Surveys notwithstanding, some astrologers predict that 
celibacy will be all the rage in the 1980’s, particularly in 
the winter of 1982, when the Moon vacates the Seventh 
House due to awesome payments; and Jupiter, unable to 
align with Mars, gets involved in a heavy menage a trois 
with Neptune and Pluto. In an article written for 
American Astrologer, psychic Mary Jo Ouspenskaya 
makes these predictions: 

—In the national swing toward celibacy, ads for all col- 
ognes, perfumes, mouthwashes and breathmints will 
vanish. 


(Continued on page 29} 
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ILLUSTRATION BY JEFF SCHLICT 


LIVING THROUGH THE 
POST-GRADUATE BLUES — 


BY PATRICIA KALAVJIAN 


During the first few years after 
college, each of us must attend to 
such crucial life tasks as beginning a 
career, clarifying a self-image, and 
forming intimate emotional ties with 
others. Yet, in spite of their educa- 
tions, many college graduates find 
themselves woefully unprepared to 
deal with these tasks—especially 
when the safe parameters of family 
and school no longer prescribe and 
define progress. 

Ironically, ‘“high achievers,’’ who 
than others the 
prescribed route and excel at each 


follow better 


step along the way, are often less 
prepared to face life outside the Ivory 
Tower. If family ties are also tight, 
an individual can graduate or even 
obtain an advanced degree and still 
know little or nothing about living in 


the real world. 
The student infers assurances that 


school and family have implied. Stay 
on the track, and certain rewards are 
yours -- a good job, money, status. 
Acquiring these external goals, the 
student further assumes, will bring 
equivalent social rewards — good 
fellowship, friends, lovers — and 


personal satisfaction and happiness. 
Although most graduates are 


wiser than this and 
sheltered example, when these ex- 
pectations go unfulfilled, the recent 


idealistic 


college graduate feels cheated, robb- 
ed, tricked. For while the world ap- 
plauds a college degree, the fact re- 
mains that outside the hallowed halls 


of academia, most young men and 


and ad- 


justments college never prepared 


women face decisions 


them to make. 
When the dreams of success and 


happiness collide with the less satis- 
fying realities of life, there often oc- 
curs a collegiate version of the post- 
partum blues. Most graduates don’t 
consider their prized privacy and in- 
dependence, for example, can also 
mean loneliness and a frustrating 
lack of direction. Listen to most 
anyone who has begun a career in 
the past five years and the language 
is predictable. Words like ‘*insecuri- 
tye ae 
face frequently, voiced with intona- 


lonely,’ ’and‘ ‘disillusioned’ sur- 


tions that range from pained to wistful. 

The most frustrating and common 
of the post-graduate complaints is il- 
lustrated in the 
Valerie, four years out of college. “‘I 


comments of 


had an immediate career crisis when 
I realized I was not prepared to do a 
damn thing in the real world,’’ she 
states bluntly, adding that most of 
her classes were ‘‘horrendously inac- 
curate.’’ Right out of college, she 
took a job described as ‘‘editorial 
assistant,’ only to find that a 
euphemism for typist. 

Frustrated by her lack of ex- 
perience, which precluded any job 
she considered worthwhile, Valerie 
quit and barged into business on her 
own. She published her own special- 
interest magazine, only to go out of 
business in less than a year. Next 
came a three-year stint with an 
established publication from which 


she withdrew when she felt she was 
getting too comfortable. Now she 
has her own ad agency. 

““The people who influenced me 
most professionally let me flounder, 
make mistakes, and figure things out 
for myself,’ Valerie states. She has 
the confidence to improve. And she 
does learn from every mistake and 
every experience. 

**Making decisions is an art. We 
have some skills and yet we have 
tons of options,’’ she believes. ‘‘It’s 
important to accept that you can’t 
be perfect — you'll make mistakes.”’ 

No one can deal with the complex 
situations that will be encountered in 
a job or a personal relationship. The 
only way to build decision-making 
tools is to face problems and deal 
with them as they happen, thereby 
accruing a backlog of experience and 
self-confidence. 

Valerie could still be typing at her 
first job if she hadn’t evaluated her 
own needs and tried to accommodate 
them. Her publication may have 
gone bust, but it was the experience 
she gained then that brought her to 
the attention of her next employer. 
And it was the realization that one 
failure wasn’t the end of the world 
that gave her courage to leave 

and strike out on her own again. 

Valerie’s experiences tell other 
grads that being well-trained does 
not necessarily mean they will suc- 
ceed. Bob, a physician five years into 
practice, feels that success is based 
on three A’s — Availability, Af 


fability, and Ability — in that 
order.’? Being ready and willing to 
do any job any time and getting 
along with one’s co-workers can 
build a medical practice faster than 
being thebest at what one does. 

Whenever a person enters a 
career, he is always the new kid on 
the block, the one who has to try a 
little harder and be a little nicer. The 
new kid can’t coast if he wants to 
move ahead of the crowd. 


a painful one. 

Steve, a 26-year-old salesman, puts 
it in another way. “‘If I neglect 
everything and everyone for my 
work,’’ he believes, ‘‘the problems 
that would eventually result would 
destroy my success at work.”’ 

The important thing, according to 
Steve, is balance, giving due time to 
all important aspects of one’s life. 
Balance means learning to identify 
one’s priorities. 


“I was terrified of being trapped in a 


situation I couldn’t leave when I wanted.” 


On the other hand, trying to get Building a career is so time con- 


ahead can create problems outside 
work. Large amounts of time in- 
vested at work means less time 
available for social or family life, or 
to invest in personal growth. Janice, 
a 29-year-old alcoholic rehabilitation 
counselor, described her early career 
days with a roller-coaster-like motion 


of her hand. 
“‘’m surprised I didn’t need 


dramamine,’’ she quips. ‘‘My life 
had so many ups and downs.’’ 

Employed as a secretary on the 
alcoholic rehabilitation ward, Janice 
decided to return to school and 
become a counselor. At one point 
she was holding down a full-time job, 
taking classes, and interning at 
night. A long-term relationship with 
a man dissolved because she had no 
time to devote to it. The overload of 
work and the hurt of the break-up 
“*hit me too hard,’’ she admits. She 
had refused to deal with her pro- 
blems until it was too late. 

Balancing a career and a private 
life is the preeminent struggle for 
those in their 20’s. Janice has no 
regrets for concentrating on her 
career because the crisis it caused led 
her to some important personal in- 
sights. Yet the experience remained 
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suming, most grads agree, that it is 
hard to maintain a meaningful rela- 
tionship — even to establish one. 

Once out of college, the old 
automatic source of friends — school 
— is gone. No immediate network 
exists for meeting new people. And 
old friendships often dissolve because 
of relocation or conflicting 
schedules. 

Employees of large corporations 


most valuable and eliminating ‘‘ex- 
traneous’’ ones. She relates the 
story of a man who telephoned to 
ask for a date. He said she was hard 
to reach and called her a ‘‘busy 
lady,’’ a title she likes. 

““T’ve made myself a busy lady,”’ 
says Janice. ‘‘Now I have time 
alone, but I’m not lonely. In fact, 
now I covet my days off and the 
chance to be by myself.’’ She notes 
the contrast to an earlier time when 
she dreaded going home to her emp- 
ty apartment. 

Again the key word is balance. It 
takes balance to tread that fine line 
between devoting enough time to a 
new job but not too much, having 
time alone but not being lonely, 
socializing without neglecting self or 
job. 

Socializing is important. Sharing 
and comparing the problems faced 
by other recent graduates can help 
one find solutions. For example, lots 
of graduates feel insecure in new 
jobs, believing they are putting on an 
enormous charade for employers, 
clients and peers. Recently called 


often find that their co-workers live upon to speak as an expert on a sub- 


Career struggles, failures and successes often 


go unshared. The loneliness can be devastating. 


30 miles away; those who go into 
business for themselves or work for 
small companies have only a 
minimal contact with others. The 
career struggles, the failures and the 
successes, often go unshared; the 
loneliness can be devastating. 

Janice admits to having been 
“intensely lonely’’ at times, so com- 
mitted to her work that, once her old 
relationship ended, she didn’t have 
the time or energy to build a new 
one. 

So she set about filling her time 
with the people and things she felt 


ject, Janice received the com- 
pliments of her listeners with an in- 
ner sigh of relief, thinking, ‘‘Wow! I 
fooled them again.”’ 

Valerie, Steve, and Bob shared 
such feelings of insecurity, and each 
was surprised to hear that someone 
else felt the same way. Happily, such 
a sense of inadequacy seems to dwin- 
dle as our experiential log becomes 
so full that even we have to admit 
that we know what we are doing. 

Nevertheless, until one gains that 


confidence the pressures can create 
(Continued on page 31 ) 
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DINE-IN or TAKE OUT 
597-3357 / 498-6593 


For Go-Orders 
Call Ahead 
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FREE 


glass of our fine house WINE 
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meat & sauces or our extra thick Lasagna 


A chance 
to lead. 


A chance to lead. A 
chance to fly. 


These and many more 
opportunities for person- 
al growth are available 
through training  pro- 
grams in the United 
States Army. Officer 
Candidate School (OCS) 
and the Warrant Officer 
Flight Training (WOFT) 
programs train leaders 
and pilots for assign- 
ments all over the world. 


To enter OCS you must 
have a bachelors degree 
and meet other qualifica- 
tions. WOFT applicants 
must possess a _ high 
school diploma. A couple 
of years of college are 
desired but not manda- 
tory. 


Charlie Sowash 


I have been appointed College Recruiter for this area. I will be working closely 
with local Army Recruiting Stations to help college students plan for their 
i futures in the Army. 


I look forward to talking with you about the Army and your opportunities. 
Please call for an appointment. 


THIS IS THE ARMY 
(213) 924-3897 work 


or 
(213) 970-1392 home 
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STRATEGO FOR TENANTS 
BY MARYANN YOUNG 


It’s no secret housing is scarce in 
most parts of California. The law of 
supply the 
landlord the upper hand in dealing 
with potential renters. Your success 


and demand gives 


as a renter may require negotiations 
and compromises and you will want 
to make as few concessions as possi- 
ble. 

To be mentally prepared and con- 
ditioned for the contest, know the 
rules of the game, — your legal 
rights. Read on for basic facts and 
rules now in effect. And good luck! 

Long-Haired Creepy People 

Need Not Apply 

If a landlord doesn’t like the way 
you look or the way your two-tone 
Baja bug looks, or the way you walk 
and talk — and this list could go on 
forever — he won’t rent to you. Pro- 
spective tenants abound, and 
discrimination is legal in some, but 
not all, cases. 

Here’s the rule. 
hibits discrimination on the basis of 


California pro- 


race, color, religion, ancestry and na- 


tional origin, sex, marital status 
(including unmarried couples), or 
physical disability. Some commun- 
ities also ban discrimination against 


gays and families with children. 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANNIE RENGEL 


A landlord has 
moves that can keep you out of his 


several illegal 
place. He may say that he doesn’t 
or that 
the vacancy has already been filled. 


rent to ‘‘people like you,”’ 
To get in, you must prove he’s ly- 
ing. You might trick the landlord by 
having a friend with the same 
lifestyle, income, and references as 
you (but lacking the characteristic 
you think the landlord objects to) ap- 
proach him and report back to you. 
If after such an experiment you 
believe that your opponent is guilty, 
you can call the local Fair Housing 
Organization for information and ad- 
vice on preparing your case. 
Counselors can refer you to private 
lawyers or sources of legal aid, and 
can tell you about the procedure for 
filing a preliminary complaint at 
your local Fair Housing Organiza- 
tion branch. The Fair Employment 
Practice Commission (FEPC), and 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), 


investigators and lawyers to help 


have 


you. If you win, you could collect 
punitive damages and move in too! 
Everything Works, You Can 


Trust Me 
When you find a landlord who’s 


willing to accept you, size up him 
and the place carefully. The State 
Housing Law provides specifications 
for the maintenance of the structure. 
Local agencies which enforce these 
codes (building inspection, health, 
and fire departments) have the details. 

When arranging for occupancy, 
use these laws to protect yourself. 
This is a business deal! Either trust 
the landlord’s smiling assurances to 
have repairs made “‘soon after you 
move in,’ or inspect the place 
yourself to avoid future hassles. If 
the place isn’t up to standard, it may 
be difficult for you to get cleaning, 
painting, extermination, or repairs 
done later. “‘An oral promise or 
agreement isn’t worth the paper it’s 
written on,’’ warns attorney Tom 
Melizia. A written, signed, and dated 
promise also establishes that you 
didn’t do the damage after moving 
in. You might also take a written in- 
ventory of the place, listing any 
damage, to be signed and dated by 
you and the landlord. 

In any case, if you move in before 
violations of the housing code are 
corrected, you still have legal protec- 
tion and can file complaints with 
(Continued on page 18 ) 


TURNING TODAY’S 


RENT INTO 


TOMORROW'S EQUITY 
BY SYRIE ANNJAMES 


Tired of outrageous rent? Need a 
tax deduction? Want a hedge against 
inflation? Well, then you might con- 
sider buying a house or condo. 

Purchasing property is a complex 
process. Countless documents must 
be signed; title and credit investiga- 
tions done; the property must be ap- 
praised; and a loan arranged. This 
takes time — and money. 

But don’t let this scare you away. 
Owning property is the best invest- 
ment you can make today. 

First, submit a written offer for 
the property through a real estate 
agent. Agents request that you in- 
clude a sizeable check to show you 
mean business. The amount, usually 
about $1,000, will apply to the down 
payment, or will be refunded if your 
offer is not accepted. The seller will 
probably make a counter-offer before 
any offer is accepted. 

With your offer, insist on terms 
you think are important. A seller 
should be willing to make a few con- 
cessions; compare recent selling 
prices of similar properties in the 
area to get an idea of a fair price. 
Specify in writing any items, like 
drapes, carpets, or lighting fixtures, 
you want to stay with the house. 

If the property is dirty or clut- 
tered, specify what must be cleaned 
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and cleared away. If the dwelling 
needs painting or is damaged, insist 
on repairs or use the condition as a 
negotiating point to bring down the 
asking price. 

When the seller accepts the offer 
and you both sign a purchase con- 
tract, the property goes into escrow. 

Escrow is the period during which 
the deed (document that transfers 
ownership) to the property is put in 
the hands of a third party (usually an 
escrow company) until all re 
quirements for transfer of ownership 
are fulfilled. 

Escrow varies from 30 to 90 days 
or longer, depending on the terms of 
the purchase contract. A seller often 
wants a quick escrow, especially if he 
has already moved or has bought a 
new house. If you are waiting for a 
lease to expire, or for another pro- 
perty to sell to make your funds 
available, you may want a longer 
escrow. Be prepared to compromise. 

The escrow company is the middle 
man in the home-buying process. It 
holds the deed from the seller and 
the funds from the buyer until the 
agreed-upon conditions are met. At 
the close of escrow, it delivers the 
deed to the buyer and the funds to 
the seller, completing the escrow. 

Escrow companies collect and 


prepare all necessary documents for 
the sale. They record the deed at the 
County Recorder’s office, arrange 
for a termite report, prorate property 
taxes and fire insurance — unless the 
buyer acquires a new policy. 

The escrow company also ar- 
ranges title insurance. It hires a title 
company which conducts a search to 
ensure that the seller has good title 
to the property and can legally sell it. 
Frequently, title companies find a 
‘‘cloud’’ on the title to the property 
when the seller has unpaid taxes, has 
filed bankruptcy, or has a loan that is 
paid off but not released. A cloud 
also appears on the title if a husband 
and wife involved in a divorce settle- 
ment own the property. Then, the 
escrow company must get a 
Quitclaim Deed from one party to 
transfer his interest in the property 
to the other. 

The escrow company also pays off 
the seller’s loan (if any), mediates 
between buyer and lender if a new 
loan is being secured, and arranges 
for commission payments to the real 
estate agent. 

There are fees for everything, of 
course, and closing costs can amount 
to a hefty sum. The Loan Origina- 
tion Fee costs the most; the bank, 
savings and loan, or other lending in- 


stitution charges it if you apply for a 
This fee 
usually runs about two percent of 


new conventional loan. 


the loan amount. If you assume the 


seller’s loan or make another 
creative financing arrangement in 
lieu of a conventional loan, you'll 
save a lot of money in closing costs. 
The following table shows approx- 
imate closing costs for a piece of pro- 
perty with a new conventional loan 


of $70,000, at 14% 


LOAN ORIGINATION FEE 
( 2 percent of loan amount) $1400.00 
APPRAISAL FEE 100.00 
CREDIT REPORT 25.00 
PREPAID INTEREST 
(Avg. 15 days at $27.00 day) 405.00 
ESCROW FEE + 
(Buyer’s portion) 
TITLE INSURANCE 
(Buyer’s portion) 90.00 
RECORDING FEES 12.00 
TAX SERVICE 16.50 


250.00 


TOTAL CLOSING COSTS 
$2298.50 

PLUS: FIRE INSURANCE 

(1 year) 250.00 


TOTAL: $2548.00 


*1-30 days, depending on date of 
This 
payments to begin on the first of 


escrow closure. enables 
each month thereafter. 

The buyer must deposit funds into 
escrow to cover both the price of the 
home and closing costs. Unless 
you’re rich and can dash off a check 
for the total cost of the house, you'll 
need to submit your down-payment 
and arrange for the balance to be 
financed with a loan. 

Expect a wait for escrow to close. 
Rarely does an escrow close on time, 
no matter how well-planned. Keep 
checking with the escrow company 
to make sure that it has received all 
necessary documents and funds from 


both you and the seller. Problems 


almost always crop up at the last 
minute, delaying the closing date a 
week or more. 


To save worry and frustration, 
don’t make moving plans too far in 
advance. Many buyers arrange to 
move from their existing living 
quarters on the expected closing 
date, only to find themselves and all 
of their belongings out on the street 
when escrow is delayed. To help pre- 
vent that from happening, arrange 
early for the closing date to fall on a 
Monday. This gives you a cushion of 
a few days should the bank, the 
seller, the escrow company, the in- 
surance company, or the postman 
hold things up. Hopefully you'll 
move in that weekend. 

Also, make sure the seller keeps 
his part of the deal such as cleaning 
the property or making requested 
repairs. Otherwise, if the closing date 
arrives and you need to move in, 
you ll be forced to accept the house 
“‘as-is.’’ Many sellers delay repairs, 
hoping that just that happens. 

About one week before the 
closure of escrow, you Il take a walk- 
through of the property, to see that 
all appliances and plumbing and elec- 
trical systems work well. If you find 
problems, the seller must make the 
necessary repairs before escrow can 
close. 

For additional protection, you can 
purchase a home warranty policy, 
which covers the appliances, plumb- 
ing and electrical systems in the 
house for a year. These policies 
cover a few, specific problems, so be 
sure to read the terms carefully. 

The escrow period might frustrate 
both buyer and seller, or it might 
run smoothly without a hitch. Keep- 
ing informed is the best approach; 
check with the realtor and escrow 
company frequently, to resolve dif- 


ficulties quickly. = 
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When buying a home in today’s 
tight market, look beyond a conven- 
tional one-family home. Explore 
alternatives. Consider joint owner- 
ship, for example. If you find a home 
you want but cannot afford, perhaps 
you can share the expense with 
relatives or friends. Sometimes you 
can purchase a home together when 
none of you qualifies for a loan in- 
dividuaily. If your collective income 
and savings can meet the down pay- 
ment and the monthly mortgage 
payments, this may be the way to go. 
Each co-owner should deduct an 
equal fraction of the interest and pro- 
perty taxes when figuring his per- 
sonal income tax. 

But if you like your privacy, con- 
sider joint ownership in a multiple- 
dwelling building, like a duplex. 
These buildings are usually listed for 
sale in the income- producing pro- 
perty section of the newspaper. 

Homes located in less desirable 
city areas are correspondingly less 
expensive. Generally older than 
suburban houses, the condition of 
homes here depends on the care 
given them. by previous owners. 
Check plumbing, electrical wiring 
and basic structure before you buy. 
Some old houses require extensive 
repairs to put them in shape. Unless 
you are handy and have lots of time 
to devote to repairs, steer clear of 
these. Despite wear, houses in Comp- 
ton and central Los Angeles are still 
great buys compared to houses of 
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ALTERNATE ROUTES == 
IN THE SEARCH FOR 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING |... 
BY JANICE FRANKLIN-PHIPPS 


similar size and quality in the 
suburbs. One advantage to buying 
one is that they qualify for govern- 
ment home-improvement loan pro- 
grams designed 
rehabilitate inner-city 
neighborhoods. The 
home-loan program provides low- 


especially to 
California 


interest loans to low- and middle- 
income families. To learn more, con- 
tact the Los Angeles office of the 
California Housing Finance Agency 
or the Department of Housing and 
Community Development in the city 
or county where the house is 
located. 

Federal programs also help people 
own their own homes. The Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) offers for sale 
homes that have been repossessed by 
the Federal Housing Authority 
(FHA). Check listings for these in 
local newspapers and in the classified 
section of the Los Angeles Times. 
You make a bid on the property 
through a real estate broker. If the 
bid is accepted, the FHA will con- 
sider financing your purchase (more 
on FHA financing below). These 
houses have one-year warranties; 
anything that goes wrong with them 
in the first year, provided it is not 
the result of misuse or normal wear, 
will be repaired free of charge. 

HUD also sells homes as is. Find 
listings in the same section of the 
newspapers. HUD handles bids for 
these in the same manner, but the 
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FHA won’t finance them and they 
have no warranties. 

Once you find a home, take the 
next step and shop for financing. 
Delve into the contents of Uncle 
Sam’s goody bag. The government 
can help you buy a home when you 
can’t afford a large down payment. 
The FHA will guarantee home loans 
made with commercial lending in- 
stitutions. Much like Guaranteed 
Student Loans, if you default, the 
government will step in and pay off 
the mortgage. Of course the FHA 
would repossess the home, should 
you default. 

To apply for a loan guarantee, 
locate a house you want. Your 
choice may not exceed a cost of 
$67,500 and the seller must be will- 
ing to sell the home under FHA. 
Then you find a lending institution 
that handles FHA loans. You must 
come up with the down payment, 
plus 5% of the balance of the loan. 
The term of the loan usually lasts 30 
years. This program is open to all 
qualified buyers; in considering 
eligibility, the FHA rule of thumb is 
that mortgage payments and taxes 
should not exceed one-third of your 
take-home pay. 

The FHA also has available the 
Graduated Mortgage plan. This 
allows you to pay lower monthly 
payments at the beginning of the 
loan period; the payments increase 
later, theoretically in tandem with 
your income. No maximum income 


requirements limit this program, 
though it usually appeals to those in 
the $14,000 to $25,000 annual in- 
come range. 

There are disadvantages with the 
FHA plans. Not all homeowners 
wish to sell under an FHA program, 
and the $67,000 maximum mort- 
gage figure limits your selection — 
although that figure will soon in- 
crease to $90,000. You will have to 
make up the difference if you pur- 
chase a home priced over the limit. 
To get more information, call HUD 
at (213) 688-5140 — and be persis- 
tent. Or visit their office at 2500 
Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles. 

If you prefer conventional financ- 
ing, shop savings-and- loan com- 
panies and banks for the one with 
the best terms for you. Each institu- 
tion has its own criteria to determine 
whether you qualify for a loan. You 
must have 20 percent of the cost of 
the home for a down payment. The 
lender will determine whether you 
can make the monthly mortgage 
payments, but it’s fairly simple to 
compute yourself. A home that costs 
$90,000 requires an $18,000 down 
payment. The 
$72,000 at a fixed rate of interest — 
now 14 percent over a period of 30 


bank will finance 


years. The payments total about 
$868 per month, though taxes and 
insurance increase that total to $968 
per month. To qualify for the loan, 
this figure cannot exceed 30 percent 
of your monthly gross income. Add 
to this the monthly payments on any 
other debts you have. The new 
figure cannot exceed 40 percent of 
your gross income per month. Con- 
sider this formula a guide; not all 
lenders will follow it exactly. 

If the prices of homes force you to 
look for other alternatives, look into 
owning a mobile home. You may be 
in for a surprise. Gone are the long, 


ugly trailers, and in their place are 
sleek one- to three-bedroom houses 
resting on permanent foundations. 
They come in a variety of floor 
plans, with wall-to-wall carpeting, 
built-in and 
refrigerators. Mobile homes range 
upward from $20,000. A_ two- 
bedroom may run an _ average 
$35,000. Banks and home-loan agen- 
cies will finance 80 percent of that 


stoves, dishwashers, 


over a 10-to-20 year loan period, 
necessitating a 20 percent down. 
The FHA will finance a mobile 
home, however, if the down pay- 
ment is too high. 

But think about where you will 
put a mobile home. You can choose 
a mobile home park or a privately 
owned lot. If you mean to rent space, 
remember to include the rental fee in 
your budget. Also, if you are plan- 
ning on parenthood, make sure the 
park accepts children. Mobile homes 
are rarely moved anymore. The 
dealer can help locate a number of 
suitable park locations and available 
spaces. 

When you buy a lot outright, 
check zoning requirements. There 
may be restrictions. Make sure the 
lot has adequate space for the home 
you have chosen. 

The cost of the home does not in- 
clude setting it up on its foundation, 
connecting electricity lines and 
sewage connections, or skirting the 
foundation with an awning. Get 
quotes on these costs before you 
buy. A foundation and its pretty 
awning can cost $7,000. Check war- 
ranties for the home and its ap- 
pliances. Ask whether you must get 
repairs done at a specific place. 

These few ideas should get you 
started thinking about ways to own 
property. Don’t let traditional ideas 
of what a home should be keep you 
from coming up with more. a 
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Tenant’s Rights 
(continued from page 73 ) 
public agencies and/or seek legal 
assistance until the landlord com- 
plies. 

Sign On The 

Dotted Line 

When you decide to rent, you'll 
have to come to terms with the 
landlord on your tenancy, either 
through an oral or written rental 
agreement or a lease. 

Oral agreements are legally bin- 
ding, but if a dispute arises, the judge 
decides who to believe. Attorney 
Paul Ashby of the Long Beach Legal 
Aid Foundation suggests that to pro- 
tect yourself in such an agreement, 
you have a reliable witness present 
who is not a relative. 

When you prepare a lease or writ- 
ten rental agreement, get all parts of 
it written down before you sign; if 
necessary, you can legally alter the 
document by making corrections 
and having both parties initial them 
before signing. 

Whatever type of agreement you 
make, the landlord may try to im- 
pose unreasonable or illegal provi- 
sions on you. The California Civil 
Code invalidates any part of an 
agreement which calls for the tenant 
to give up his legal rights. 

My Expenses Go Up 
Too, You Know 

The seriousness of the game really 
hits home when money changes 
hands. A landlord asks what he 
wants for rent; he can legally require 
the first month’s rent, plus deposits 
for security, cleaning, and the last 
month’s rent. 

though, that all 
security and cleaning deposits are 


Remember, 


refurdable for tenancies begun or 
renewed after January 1, 1978. Fur- 
thermore, unless the landlord gives 
good reason for retaining them, he 
must return deposits to you within 
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two weeks after you move out. You 
can collect punitive damages of up to 
$200 if you win litigation necessary 
to recover the deposits; but you’ll 
need evidence. Melizia suggests that 
a tenant write separate checks for the 
rent and deposits, with a memo in 
the lower left-hand corner stating the 
reason for payment. “‘It’s also a 
good idea to get a receipt from the 
landlord itemizing all charges,’’ he 
“‘and these should be spelled 
out in any agreement you sign.”’ 


says, 


As for rent hikes, the rules depend 
on what kind of rental agreement 
you made, and what community you 
live in. You’re protected against in- 
creases under a lease, unless the lease 
specifically allows for them. For oral 
and written agreements, the Califor- 
nia Civil Code calls for written notice 
preceding an increase, equal in time 
to the 
payments, not to exceed 30 days. So 


period between rent 

if you rent by the month, you must 

have 30 days’ written notice. 
Landlords their 


discretion, unless their properties are 


raise rents at 


in communities such as Los Angeles, 
Santa Monica, and Beverly Hills, 
which have rent control ordinances. 
Such ordinances protect tenants 
from unwarranted evictions as well 
as discretionary rent hikes. 

Check with your local housing 
authority for more information re- 
garding such restrictions in your 
community. 

If you gripe to public authorities 
or to the landlord of agreement 
violations, or withhold rent to get 
repairs made, California laws protect 
you from “‘retaliatory’’ rent in- 
creases; a boost in rent may not be 
made for 180 days from that time. 

Perhaps the most important thing 
to know about rent is that it must be 
paid. If you don’t pay on time, you 
may get an “‘Alternative Three-Day 


Notice,’ to pay or get out. If the 


rent isn’t swift in coming, the boot 
will be. 
Pll Be In Palm Springs; 
ity Lo Call... 

Just when you’re all moved in and 
paid up, disaster strikes; your 
bathtub fills with sewage faster than 
you can bail it out; the water heater 
bursts; or the furnace fails in 
January, making your new digs 
uninhabitable. 

If you’re calm enough to think ra- 
tionally, youll remember that the 
housing law requires the landlord to 
keep the place in good shape. In addi- 
tion, all rental agreements carry an 
“implied warranty of habitability,’’ 
whether or not it is stated. It re- 
quires the landlord to fix the defect 


cy 


within a ‘‘reasonable time,’’ usually 
30 days after you notify him. If you 
sue before the 30 days pass, you 
wait to be 


must prove that 


unreasonable. 
And what if the landlord can’t be 


found? For part, make a 
reasonable effort to do so (preferably 


your 


in writing for later proof) before ac- 
ting on your own. The tenant can 
make repairs needed for health and 
safety, and then deduct them from 
the next rent payment, if the 
landlord’s response is unsatisfactory. 
The renter must get a copy of the 
receipt for the landlord. Only one 
month’s rent can be deducted at a 
time. Remember — if the landlord 
takes you to court, you must prove 
that you waited a reasonable time. 
You might choose to complain to 
local authorities (health, fire and or 
building-inspection departments) in- 
stead, and they will send inspectors 
to check for code violations. They 
can take many actions, ranging from 
instructing the landlord to make 
repairs to ordering the building 
vacated or demolished. The Califor- 
nia Civil Code gives limited protec- 


tion against “‘retaliatory evictions’’ 


for 180 days after you “‘repair and 
deduct,’ 


authorities. 


or complain to public 

Of course, you could move out 
and sue the landlord for any losses 
Consider the 
quences of any action you intend to 


sustained. conse- 

take. Seek professional advice if 

you’re uncertain about the legality 

of your intended move. 

Just Dropping In To Make 
Sure Everything’s Okay 

If you’ve ever come home to find 
a nosy landlord snooping around 
‘his place,’’ you know what rage is. 
If you’ve got this problem, take 
limited solace in knowing that the 
law gives you the right to peaceful 
occupancy. 

Yes, the landlord can legally enter 
your place, without your permission, 
but only with good reason: 1) in an 
emergency; 2) to make necessary or 
agreed-upon 
provements; or to supply necessary 


# onichacl's 


supply 
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repairs or im- 


PLEASE DON’T ABORT 
YOUR BABY! 
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child abuse— and 


it can 
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about both of you. 
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or agreed-upon services; or show the 
dwelling to prospective purchasers, 
workmen or 


mortgagers, tenants, 


contractors; 3) when the tenant 
moves out; or 4) pursuant to a court 
order. Except in emergencies and te- 
nant vacancies, according to the 
California Civil Code, the landlord 
may enter only during normal 
business hours and must provide 
“‘reasonable notice’? (at least 24 
hours). 

It’s pretty hard to stop a 
“‘concerned’’ landlord from bother- 
ing you, and perhaps even harder to 
prove trespass in court. Strategies 
range from verbal warnings to call- 
ing the police or bluffing a suit. You 
might have to forfeit the game and 
move out if the situation gets 
unbearable. 

Take That Dog (Kid, Stereo, 

Gay Friend ... ) And Get Out! 

You’re not trying to lose your 
landlord; but he’s trying to get rid of 
if a landlord 


wants you out, he can legally get you 


you. In most cases, 


out. It’s that simple. Under oral and 
written rental agreements, he can 
give you a 30-Day Notice to Vacate, 
and need not bother to say why. If 
you have a lease or are protected by 
a rent control ordinance, he must 
give reason; you might successfully 
block the eviction in court. 

Or, the landlord could choose to 
send you the Alternative Three-day 
Notice, which gives you a chance to 


correct alleged rental agreement 
violations, or else vacate within three 
days. 


But if there is a new owner, or 
you have created a nuisance, or com- 
mitted a crime, the landlord can send 
you a flat-out Three-day Notice to 
Vacate. Decamp by the specified 
time or you will face an Unlawful 


Detainer suit. 
(Continued on page 30) 
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FIGHTING FOR | 
SELF-RESPECT | 


aT Mile 


Long Beach’s Seaside Gym—an 
oasis of hope in a moral desert. 


BY DAVID JESSUP 


The sun is setting on downtown Long Beach, but the 


sharp snap! snap! snap! of jump ropes whipping the wood 
floor at the Seaside Gym will be heard by passersby on 
Locust Street for a few more hours yet. There are few 
loafers upstairs at the gym, so the sounds of bells, of fists 
sinking into bags, and of feet skipping around the floor 
will continue long after the stationery store on the op- 


posite corner closes for the night. 


When the weary, showered boxers and would be boxers 
finally descend those narrow steps into the street, the sky 
will be dark. Some will turn left, heading up Locust to 
parked cars or locked bikes or a home nearby. Others will 
| turn right, past Mr. R.’s Adult Books and Magazines, 
| where things are beginning to cook, onto Ocean, then east 
| past the Outer Limits Head Shop to Long Beach 
Boulevard, to catch the buses home. 


Locust Street is a microcosm of the downtown area. 
One sees nearly anything if he keeps his eyes open, a sor- 


did parade: silent ragged women in tattered dresses mov- 
ing numbly in the alleys; tall smirking figures in colorful 


dresses, with noses too big, calves too great and makeup 
| too heavy to really be women; and the down-and-outers 
who wobble S-shaped routes along the sidewalks. 

It is a street where in winter runaways sleep naked on 


20 


PHOTOS BY HARRY FISHER 


niet 


Amid the din of cracking jump ropes, rattling equipment, and the traffic outside, ‘‘Kid Dynamite’’ listens closely to his mentor's counsel, 
see ee eee ee ene nee nee eas IE: 


the backroom floor of a shabby studio. Where men named 
Charlie become ‘‘Charlene’’ with the sinking sun. Where 
a shop owner provides free services to women in ex- 
change for sex. Where pornography and corruption are 
weeds flourishing in the wasteland known as Locust 
Street. 

The Long Beach Seaside Gym stands for hope in the 
middle of this moral desert, though you’d never know by 
looking at it. The plaster is cracked. The paint is peeling. 
And it rests above an abandoned pool and snooker hall in 
a diseased neighborhood plagued with dead and dying 
businesses. Like its surroundings, the gym appears drab, 
faded and fading, reminiscent of a boxer past his prime 
who keeps hanging on, gallant of heart and proud of spirit, 
wanting to recapture past glories. The wrinkled building is 
that boxer and the kids inside who dance and skip are his 
soul. 

Some daylight is left, and time remains to work on 
moves and rest and work on moves again. Time to hurt 
and sweat and jump and punch. Time to dream. 

Each dreamer may see himself in a floodlit ring, glaring 
down the bad man who wants his title. People cheer 
from four sides. They cheer for him. Everyone has bet 
money on him. Only his opponent gets booed. He feels 
out the bad man, parrying blows, and ducking and skip- 
ping around the ring. He soon finds a weak spot. Jabbing 
with his left, he feints, then launches a powerful right 
cross. In an instant, the muscles of his right leg, upper 
torso, and right arm link into a chain of force that lands 
a blow on the challenger’s left temple. The bad man 
drops and the crowd rejoices. 


2. 


True, not all aspire to such moments of honor. Some 
come only to learn to defend themselves. Others merely 
keep in shape with the daily discipline of a hard and heavy 
workout. And some end up here engaged by the solid, but 
yielding feel of the two original weapons beating a can- 
vas bag. A primal instinct appeased. Satisfied. 

Since boxing’s glory days, the late forties, the Seaside 
Gym ’s trainers have seen the gamut of young faces duck 
between the ropes and into the ring. Black and brown 
and white faces, some hopeful, others unsure. Steady and 
determined faces. Easy confident ones. The trainers have 
watched them all come to workout, then clomp down the 
creaky staircase into the night. 

The young men will train hard and make sacrifices. 
Depending on their prowess, instincts, and luck, their 
stars will either rise or disappear as fighters. The trainers 
say that only winners come out of this gym — if not win- 
ners in the ring, then in life outside it, because boxing 
builds character. They say that people respect kids who 
dedicate themselves to achieving goals. 

The gym’s interior shows no magical properties that 
will transform new kids, ignorant of boxing skills, many of 


ce 


them troublemakers, into boxers, much less ‘‘respectable 
young citizens.’’ It looks ordinary, even dumpy. No new 
equipment gleams under bright lights against a backdrop 
of freshly painted walls. No firm, taut ring stands as an 
altar to the sport. Instead, green paint and plaster have 
dropped from ceiling and walls, revealing patches of wood. 
The sparse array of equipment is ancient. The ring sags, 
and waits. 


The gym faces east. Five grimy windows form the east 


With intensity, future contenders size up the skills of the sparrers, hoping one day to step through the ropesand jab their way to @ tibje, 
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wall. On. the end panes, silhouettes of sexy, muscular 
women appear ready to take flight. arms flung back and 
breasts uplifted toward heaven. They seem intent on 
achieving the middle window, where the silhouette of a 
flexing muscle man, minus a leg, waits. The windows stay 
open during the day for obvious reasons. Looking out, one 
can watch whoever lounges in the doorway of the Star 
Adult Theater (three flicks, always open) directly across 
the street, where another form of exercise is exalted. On 
one window, an incongruous touch of chic adheres in the 
form of an ‘*I’m a Long Beach Lover”’ sticker. 

In the southeast corner, the boxer’s friends and 
relatives play pool under a hanging lamp, waiting for the 
workout to end. Next to the pool table on a cluttered desk, 
a 12-nch black-and-white TV flickers constantly, and any 
sporting event has priority. Everlast gloves, many of them 
without mates, make a multi-colored heap on the desk. 

The walls hold a few newspaper clippings about men 
who work out at the gym, some of the bad dudes, the real 
big guys, that none of the littler guys talk to. But most 
photos are from distant years and triumphs: old pre-fight 
PR pictures of fighters in the meanest, toughest stances 
they could muster; a cigar-chewing manager fastening a 
boxer’s protective headgear; and proud, smiling victors 
holding trophies high. There are curling grey photos of 
once-greats and once-knowns, autographed to trainers 
now dead. Frankie Spargo, 1931. Best Wishes to Jake, 
from Gene Fullmer. Dick ‘‘Honeyboy’’ Finnegan. To the 
left of the desk hangs a framed, dirt-speckled picture on 
the south wall. A strong, black man in a dark suit reads a 
Bible held in his right hand. He wears a boxing glove on 


his raised left hand. ‘‘Now I Fight for God,”’ is lettered in 
Old English type across the top. ‘‘Spiritually Yours,’’ it is 
signed, “‘Rev. S. Henry Armstrong.’’ Fittingly, a dusty 
American flag hangs nearby. 

On the keepsake-covered north wall, a large color poster 
dominates. It shows a boxer getting hit hard by Ali; so 
hard that his head snaps back and the sweat whips off into 
space. Don’t let this happen to you, it seems to say. 

Young boxers punch the body bags that hang vertically 
from the ceiling, or skip rope to be light afoot, or work on 
the speed bags to develop quick hands and eyes. Some are 
watched appreciatively by family and friends. Folks from 
the neighborhood stop by. Boxing enthusiasts shoot the 
breeze. 

The gym is a haven for those who aspire to something 
other than boxing, too. One man, Wilbert, watches the 
boxers, letting his thoughts and emotions build until they 
pour out in the form of poetry: 


On the welfare side of Long Beach 
by an all-night girly show 
to the Seaside Gym on Locust 
in the afternoons I go. 


Wilbert likes simple lyrics because ‘‘poetry doesn’t 
have to be hard to be good.’’ His favorite lyric is the one 
about never seeing a poem as lovely as a tree. It’s so sim- 
ple! He once sent a stack of poems to Pat Boone, but 
didn’t know Pat was so religious. Pat returned them say- 
ing they didn’t fit his style, and telling Wilbert he should 
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IS THE TIDE RUNNING OUT ON 


BOLSA CHICA? 


Naturalists and developers battle over 
one of our few remaining marshlands. 


Mankind’s self-destructive love af- 
fair with the Frontier Ethic, which 
states that nature is an evil to be 
challenged and conquered in the 
name of ‘‘civilization,’’ has dealt 
most "harshly with marshes and 
estuaries. Traditionally, a swamp has 
been considered worthless land to be 
drained or filled and put to use for 
agriculture, shelter, or recreation. 

Nothing much has changed. The 
California Department of Fish and 
Game says that two-thirds of the 
state’s coastal wetlands have been 
ruined. The Southern California 
figure is an awesome 87 percent — 
and the remaining 13 percent may 
share their ignoble fate 

If we knew the true value of 
wetlands, perhaps we would be less 
apt to destroy them. Biologists con- 
sider estuaries essential to the health 
of all marine life. They serve as a 
breeding ground for a myriad of 
oceanic species and as a filter for 
freshwater runoff and pollution, 
purifying and enriching the water 
that eventually reaches the sea. The 
brackish water also provides a rich 
food source for fish, crustaceans and 
birds that live along the shoreline. 
The California Coastal Commission 
has called our diminishing mar- 
shlands, ‘‘one of the most produc- 
tive ecosystems known, ranking in 
with 


productivity intensely- 
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cultivated tropical agriculture.’’ 
Bolsa Chica is one of the three re- 
maining wetlands in the Los Angeles 
area, surviving, but just barely, as 
fragile as a blade of sea grass buffeted 
in a winter storm. Anaheim Bay in 
Seal Beach 
preserved as a wildlife refuge, as does 


also survives, now 
Upper Newport Bay in Newport 
Beach, preserved but silting up from 
street runoff. Yet Bolsa Chica re- 
mains the center of a by-now classic 
controversy. 

The 1700-acre Bolsa Chica is a 
major stopover on the well-traveled 
Pacific Flyway for thousands of 
migratory waterfowl. An Audubon 
Society study has identified some 
50,000 birds of 139 different species 
living, feeding and breeding in the 
marsh. Among them are such com- 
mon birds as herons, egrets, snowy 
plover and killdeer, as well as such 
endangered species as the once- 
nearly-decimated brown pelican, the 
white-tailed kite, the California least 
tern and the Belding Savannah spar- 
row. Jackrabbits, opossums, skunks, 
weasels, raccoons, badgers, foxes, 
and a pair of coyotes inhabit the 
area. Sharp-eyed naturalists have 
even found bobcat droppings. Birds 
of prey, including hawks, turkey 
vultures, peregrine falcons and an 
occasional eagle roost in eucalyptus 
trees on “‘Smokey’s Hill,’’ a stunted 


knob in the northwest corner of the 
property. World War II bunkers, 
erected to defend against a Japanese 
invasion, dot the verdant hillside. 
Except for the 100-foot hill, most 
of the Bolsa Chica marsh is at or 


‘below sea level. Turn of the century 


Orange County hunters, members of 
the Bolsa Chica gun club, dammed 
the marsh in 1899, (an act that 
violated common sense and was 
possibly a breach of the state con- 
stitution), and used the reserve as a 
private hunting ground until the oil 
boom arrived in the 1920’s. 

A memorable description of the 
marsh comes to us from Samuel 
Talbert, a settler in the early 1900’s 
who called the section of coast south 


“6 


of Westminster, “‘one of the greatest 
natural habitats for wildlife and game 
birds in the world. I have seen birds 
by the thousands so thick as to 
almost eclipse the sun.”’ 

Salt-water intrusion renders much 
of the area inhospitable to plant 
growth and gives it an eerie, 
prehistoric look. The salt suffuses 
the sandy soil and rises to the surface 
resulting in an orange or reddish tint 
to the earth. Bolsa Chica Marsh was 
formed when old Freeman Creek 
periodically overflowed and cut a 
bypass channel. Freeman Creek no 
longer exists, having been replaced 


by Wintersburg Channel, more a 


sterile flood-control ditch than a liv- 
ing stream. 

Initial digs have revealed thirteen 
archeological sites in the property, 
some dating back 4,000 years. They 
aren’t what scientists consider prime 
sites; most consist of Gabrieleno In- 
dian shell-smashing grounds, where 
thousands of broken shells and a few 
primitive hand tools are the only 
record of the Indians’ gentle tenure 
on the land. 

The marsh was suddenly at the 
center of the Huntington Beach oil 
boom in the 1920’s, the third most 
productive field in the state. Photos 
from that time show a virtual forest 
of derricks, wells, and storage tanks 
— all part of a feverish scramble to 
plumb the earth’s belly of its primor- 
dial ooze. Oil continued to run the 
town until the construction boom of 
the 1960’s, when Huntington Beach 
became the fastest-growing city in 
the nation. 

The Bolsa Chica oil field is still 
producing, although production 
peaked and has gradually dropped. 
Hundreds of multi-colored wells and 
tanks stretch across the landscape. 
Many wells have run dry and lie idle, 
or have been dismantled, while cor- 
poration officials and engineers 
devise recovery methods to draw the 
remaining crude from the ground in 
a field that has only 25 to 30 years 
before running dry. Some revenue 
from the oil goes to the state in ex- 
change for permission to drill on 
public lands. 

In the mid-sixties, a rich wetlands 
area linking the Bolsa Chica with 
Anaheim Bay was dredged and filled 
to make way for opulent homes with 
private docking berths in what is 
now called Huntington Harbor. 
Controversy flared in 1973 when 
rumors spread that Signal Landmark, 
Inc. was itching to develop the Bolsa 
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Chica lowlands into a marina. Signal 
had obtained the land in a swap with 
the state. The Amigos de Bolsa 
Chica formed to challenge the land 
swap, and to protect and preserve all 
the remaining marshlands. Mean- 
while, illegal dumping and filling in 
the wetlands were killing important 
wildlife and vegetation. 

The flood-gates of the dam were 
opened in 1978, giving the marsh 
partial tidal flow for the first time 
since 1899. The California Fish and 


Industrious oil derricks encroaching 
on the Bolsa Chica wetlands inter- 
rupt the pelicans’ morning feeding. 
Game department built a $700,000 
levee system around the perimeter of 
the 150-acre project to protect the 
oil field and adjacent homes built 
near sea level. A pump kept the 
water level at one foot. But during 
the unusually wet spring of 1979, 
pumping continued three months 
longer than necessary, and the water 
level dropped to 3 feet below sea 
level. The resulting loss of salt water 
in the swamp reduced the wildlife 
population; the number of breeding 
pairs of Belding Savannah sparrows 
dropped alarmingly that summer. 
Signal was determined to build 


housing tracts on part of the marsh 
even though it floods in rainy 
weather, is below sea level, and rests 
on an alluvial base. The soil is like 
quicksand, but thicker, subject to li- 
quefaction and sinking. Branches of 
the Newport-Inglewood Fault, which 
leveled Long Beach during the 1933 
earthquake, traverse the heart of the 
Bolsa Chica. Nevertheless, the 
homes went in, starting at over 
$100,000 each, and were snapped up 
by refugees from smog-saturated Los 
Angeles. The Amigos group is suing 
Signal Properties, Inc., Signal Land- 
mark, Inc., Aminoil USA Inc., W.R. 
Grace & Co., (multi-national cor- 
porations with combined assets 
totalling over $10 billion), as well as 
the State Lands Commission, the At- 
torney General and the Department 
of Fish and Game for their roles in 
the development and degradation of 
the marshland. 

The contest is one of David 
against many Goliaths. The Amigos 
are supported solely by volunteer 
contributions from over 400 dues 
paying members —_ professionals, 
business owners, community leaders, 
college students, and anyone else 
who cares enough for the marsh to 
donate time and money. 

David Carlberg, associate pro- 
fessor of biology at Cal State Long 
Beach, and a founding member of 
the Amigos, feels that though the 
marsh is ‘‘degraded’’ because of 
pollution and its lack of a cleansing 
tidal flow, it is restorable. But the 
Amigos will accept no compromise. 
(A hotel complex and a marina have 
been proposed). Either the whole 
marsh must be saved or none of it. 
Although a San Francisco law firm 
has been hired to handle the conser- 
vationists’ case, and the Sierra Club 
and Friends of the Earth lend moral 
support, Carlberg is concerned 
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS? 


(JUST AS THERE ARE PHYSICAL LAWS THAT GOVERN 
THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE SO THERE ARE SPIRITUAL LAWS 
WHICH GOVERN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.) 


LAW 1 
GOD LOVES YOU AND OFFERS A WONDERFUL PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. 


JOHN 3:16 
JOHN 10:10 


LAW 2 
MAN IS SINFUL AND SEPARATED FROM GOD. THEREFORE, HE 
CANNOT KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR HIS LIFE. 


ROMANS 3:23 
ROMANS 6:23 


LAW 3 


JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S ONLY PROVISION FOR MAN’S SIN. THROUGH 
HIM YOU CAN KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. 


JOHN 14:6 
ROMANS 5:8 

| CORINTHIANS 15:3-6 
LAW 4 
WE MUST INDIVIDUALLY RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOUR AND LORD; 
THEN WE CAN KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. 


JOHN 1:12 
JOHN 3:1-8 
EPHESIANS 2:8,9 
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WE'LL CUT IT 

WITH CARE 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
213 431-1419 


NO UNISEX HAIRCUTTING 


321 Seal Bch BI. at Coast Hwy (Shore Shop Village) Seal Beach 


whether the Amigos will be able to 
keep up the pressure. 

The Coastal Commission limits 
use of the area to restoration of the 
original marsh habitat as a public 
educational and recreational site. 
Tentative plans include cutting a 
channel at Warner Avenue and 
Pacific Coast Highway to allow tidal 
flushing; the channel would also be 
navigable. 

But a navigable channel has low 
priority on the list of possible uses 
for the degraded wetland. Stringent 
criteria must be met before it can be 


implemented. Signal Landmark Vice 


President Jeffrey Holm said he 
doubted the channel would ever be 
dredged. 


‘ Holm added that, under coastal 
provisions, only a quarter of the land 
can be used for a boating facility. 
And there is no way to tell whether 
the degraded areas would provide 
the best place to dig a channel. 

The Aminoil environmental con- 
Grice 


Clymonds, said the decision would 
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servation manager, Roy 
create operating problems and con- 
flicts’’ for the 237 oil wells on the 
site, and would ‘“‘reduce recovery of 
essential domestic oil supplies.’ 

The state has agreed to allow ex- 
isting wells to operate until they run 
dry, even if the area should become a 
park. 

But for the meantime, preserva- 
tionists still outnumber the pro- 
development faction on the Hun- 
tington Beach City Council. A group 
of boaters have formed the strangely- 
named Committee for Clean Water 
and Ocean Access. Councilman Ron 
Pattinson, a former cop, declared in 
newspaper headlines that plans to 
make the marsh a park are “‘for the 
birds.’? A recently published letter 
written by the Amigos decried the 
‘“‘rape’’ of Bolsa Chica, hinting that 


citizens may become vigilantes if 
anti-dumping ordinances are not en- 
forced by state officials. 

Perhaps the principals in the Bolsa 
Chica controversy—the bureaucrats 
in their air-conditioned offices — 
would be best advised to visit Bolsa 
Chica before making decisions regar- 
ding its future. Not just a hasty hour 
either, but to spend some time there 
.. and above all, they should talk to 
the kids, trespassers or not, who 
regard Bolsa Chica as a magical fron- 
tier, nature’s own adventureland. 

Talk to the kids who ran back 
frightened from the marsh, tails bet- 
ween their legs, telling tall tales of 
the monster, ‘‘Smokey,’’ and_ his 
deadly shotgun. (Actually Smokey 
was the aging caretaker Signal hired 
to patrol the land; he lived in a home 
on the Bolsa bluffs and was a kind 
old fellow whose shotgun contained 
nothing more than harmless salt 
pellets. Smokey died a couple years 
back, but the hill on the northwest 
corner of the property still bears his 
name.) 

Talk to the kids who rode bikes 
down the dirt border of the 
Wintersburg Channel to fish for 
smelts from the dam; or catch king 
snakes in the leaves under the tower- 
ing eucalyptus trees. The kids who 
poked around in the strange concrete 
gun bunkers and steered clear of 
isolated spots of ‘‘quickmud,”’ 
where salt turned the ground 
orange. To the boys for whom time 
stood still and did a handstand here, 
and the weighty future seemed as 
distant as the soaring red-tailed 
hawks far above. 

Yes, the bureaucrats should do 
that. Then maybe they’d understand 
that the Amigos only want a truly 
wild Bolsa Chica for future genera- 
tions of children to explore and play 
in. We all need it. | 
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Boxing Gym 
(continued from page 23) 


pray. Kris Kristofferson loved his stuff, Wilbert says. He 
and Kris are great friends. They met once, back in 1970. 

Ernie De France, a trainer, is at one with the homey at- 
mosphere and a willing captive of nostalgia. Between 
swigs of soda water, he reminisces about his first amateur 
bout, about a great navy team he coached, about his pro- 
fessional career in the late forties. 

Ernie couldn’t be more proud of his kids. He praises 
them. It’s not easy holding down a job or schoolwork or 
both, and still training two hours a day. Neither is getting 
up at four a.m. every day to go running to build up the 
legs and lungs. Neither is staying away from girls before 
fights. It takes sacrifices — no staying out late, no drink- 
ing, no drugs, no smoking. Even the married fighters, he 
says, can’t be getting on the wife every night and expect 
to be good in the ring. Boxing weakens the hell out of 
you. 

He moves around the room. He gives advice to the box- 
ers. Keep your gloves up. There’s no better way for an op- 
ponent to get rid of a weary fighter than when his gloves 
are down. 

After a boxer finishes a round with the bags, Ernie goes 
through the motions of a right cross with him slowly. 
Later he shouts encouragement to one of the two kids 
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Ernie De France reels off the names of boxers he’s trained. 


sparring in the ring. Keep Moving! Sidestep! After the 
round, Ernie takes the young man aside, holds his gloved 
hands, and shakes the arms one at a time to loosen them 
up. He speaks in a low voice in the boxer’s ear. The 
owner of the gym, Sonny Ray, does the same with the 
other fighter. 

This is boxing to Ernie De France: teaching greenhorns. 
He likes his new trainees green so he can teach them the 
way he wants, to be classic-style fighters. Taking short, 
quick jabs, but never letting the defense down. Sidestep- 
ping, parrying blows, playing the ropes. Bobbing and 
weaving. He teaches them the ways he learned as a 
youngster fighting on the East Coast. Back there, boxers 
fight in the classic style. Out here, fans like to see fighters 
stand toe-to-toe and slug it out; they’re bloodthirsty. It’s 
too dull for them when two guys in the ring can really 
box. 

Ernie won’t arrange amateur fights for his boxers 
unless they are in excellent condition, which explains why 
they work so hard. Ernie is close to his kids. When they 
fight, what happens to them happens to him. And nobody 
pushes his kids around. 

These kids won’t be shoved around. Not in the ring, 
and not in life, because they are winners. Never mind that 
many can barely afford the small dues each month, let 
alone the cost of gloves and protective headgear and cups. 
Forget that the gym badly needs repair. Disregard the 
neighborhood where the Seaside Gym stands. The heart of 
the place — these boxers — throbs with hope and deter- 
mination. 

At 8:30 p.m. the gym closes. It’s now dark, save for the 
yellow of street lamps and red of traffic signals and orange 
of passing car tail-lights. The neon sign of the adult 
theater glows on. The last fighters and trainers descend 
the rickety stairs to go their various ways. They will 
return tomorrow and the sounds of hope will return to 
Locust Street. a 


Celibacy 
(continued from page 7 } 


—Religion will experience a sharp rise in popularity 
in 1983. A chain of ‘‘fast-food’’ type of churches called 
Jehovah-In-the-Box will gain wide acceptance. 

—In response to a sharp population drop, the federal 
government will subsidize abortions. 

—Gucci and Calvin Klein will wage a bitter battle to 
market the world’s first designer chastity belt. They will 
both be beaten out by Murjani. 

—Doris Day will return to television. 

—By 1997, the US. population will be sufficiently 
depleted to allow China to conquer America. Russia (hav- 
ing acted upon information received from American-based 
spies, and thus hoodwinked into practicing celibacy) will 
also capitulate to Chinese forces. 


—In 1999, the Year of the Hamster, 
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That’s easy for her to say; she’s not allergic to chicken 
chow mein. 

Whether or not these forecasts are accurate remains to 
be seen. In any case, I think we should welcome the New 
Celibacy in the same way that we, as children, welcomed a 
spanking. That is, with tear-filled eyes, gritted teeth and a 
pillow in our pants. 

Perhaps it is unfair for this righteous celibacy move- 
ment to ask us to stop having fun and take a giant step 
backwards. But I don’t think so. 

Maybe this New Celibacy is a good idea whose time has 
come. Maybe we should get a hold on ourselves and cease 
behaving like wild animals in heat. Maybe we should 
return to being a frigid society and put an end to all of this 
rampant promiscuity. Maybe we should go back to those 
golden years of taboos on pre-marital sex, living out of 
wedlock, and the no-bra look. Maybe I should get my head 
examined ... 

Nevertheless, I’m an advocate. Quite frankly, I’m fed 
up with the Old Immorality. I’ve gotten tired of ‘‘short- 
order’’ sex, tired of performing like a stud, tired of 
genuflecting to the omnipotent and formidable female 
orgasm. 

I add mine to the anguished voices shrieking, ‘‘Stop the 
waterbed, I want to get off!’ 

And if there’s anyone out there interested in purchas- 
ing a slightly used hot tub, you can reach me at the mis- 
sion in San Juan Capistrano. But please don’t disturb me 
during vespers. It’s the only time I have to read my 
Penthouse Forum. a 
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Student plans available 


OPEN SATURDAYS 
¢ Children’s Dentistry 
¢ Dental Insurance Plans Welcome 
¢ Financing Available 
*« Medi-Cal Recipients Welcome 


|. V. Sedation / Twilight sleep 


1777 Bellflower Blvd. Ste.111 659 Redondo Ave. 


498-6591 439-0494 


Long Beach Long Beach 


COATS 
All weather 

Petite and average 
Sizes 5-15 and 6-16 
Poly Cotton Reg. $84 sale $59.99 
Reg. $118 sale $69.99 


Gere Loe 


LOS ALTOS SHOPPING CENTER 


2226 BELLFLOWER DESIGNER JEANS 
LONG BEACH ee ae 
Corduroy and Navy Denim 
430-0531 Sizes 1-18 


Names you know 
Reg. $26 to $40 sale $19.99 to $29.99 


SAVE MONEY 
AND GASOLINE 


This coupon worth $2 on any purchase through Feb. 28, 1981 
Select books, Bibles, records, tapes, gifts in one stop fro 
Southern California’s most complete selection. 


LIGHTHOUSE cnristiAN STORE 


Open 9-8 (9-6 Sat.) 
3000 Bellflower Blvd. at Spring St. 


K aty’s UK itchen 


e Food to Go 
vw ® Entrees 
e Sandwiches 


De Olde 
ICE CREAM Parlor 


PRESENTS: 


Josie’s Italian Deli 
205 Main Street 
Balboa, CA 92661 
(714) 675-7224 


Complete lunch with salad 
$1.95 and up 
Man Sized Sandwiches. 


Mon-Fri I1-9:30 2174 Bellflower 
Sat I1-5:30 Blvd. 
ClosedSun. Long Beach 


ABSOLUTELY NATURAL 


NUMERO UNO ) FOOD STORE 


Fine Vatural Products — Vitamins — Herbs 


TRY OUR 
Homemade Soups, Salads, 
Sandwiches & Smoothies = 


a>. & 
Mian a ae 


ONE BITE & WE GOT CHA’ 
Sicilian-Pizza-in-a-Pan 


Italian Dinners Sandwiches 
Salad Ber Giant T V SCREEN 
4121 Woodruff Ave. at Carson COLLEGE COUNTRY CENTER 
7360 Center Ave. — at Gothard Ave. 
Beach Blvd. off-ramp, 405 Fwy. 
(714) 892-3436 M-F: 10-6, Sat. 12-5 
MASTERCHARGE VISA 


CALL 420-2424 
MON. - THUR. 11-10 p.m. FRI.-SAT.11-11:30- 


SUN. 12-10 p.m. 


al 


PROSPECTS 


Tenant's Rights 
(continued from page 79) 

Because eviction suits are costly 
and time consuming, some landlords 
try to force tenants out by cutting off 
utilities or installing new locks. 
Such tactics are illegal, prohibited by 


the California Civil and Penal codes. 
Legal evictions require that a 


landlord follow legal 
cedures. He must give proper legal 
notice, written and properly 
delivered. And he must win the 
court case, which involves serving 
you with court papers, giving you a 
chance to file a legal response, and 
giving you a court hearing. Only 


strict pro- 


after he receives a judgment, which 
you can appeal, can the matter be 
turned over to the sheriff or mar- 
shall, who will give you a five-day 
warning, then come with a valid 
court order to move you off the 
premises. 

If you or your possessions are still 
present after the five-day notice, you 
will be physically removed and your 
belongings inventoried and given to 
the landlord. He can hold your pro- 
perty for 15 days, during which time 
you can get it back by paying storage 
fees. After that, he can sell your 
things to pay storage costs, but must 
give you any remaining money. It is 
up to him to collect damages from 


you. 

Before you let all this happen, 
exhaust the _ possible 
defenses. delay the 
landlord’s legal action, and possibly 
reduce money damages by going to 
court to tell your story. This will be 


however, 
You can 


to your advantage if you can show a 
in the landlord’s 
moves, or a good reason for staying 
in the dwelling. 
renter’s organizations can help. It’s 
a lot more work than simply moving 
away, but you don’t have to forfeit 


technical error 


Lawyers and 


the game. = 


Blues 

(continued from page 10} 

almost unbearable emotional 
stresses. Valerie recalls a period of 
time when she could not walk into a 
restaurant without feeling faint. Her 
body was reacting to her unstable 
emotional state. ‘“‘It was pure 
panic,’ she recounts. ‘‘I was ter- 
rified of being trapped in a situation I 
couldn’t leave when | wanted.’’ She 
began to understand her feelings 
when she once delayed so long at her 
office that she missed a business lun- 
cheon. Knowing she was too late to 
make it made her feel as though she 
had been released from prison. 

She is not alone in her physical 
response. Bob developed rashes and 
ulcer symptoms in his first year of 
practice, in the age-old tradition of 
young physicians. *‘Six months into 
practice,’’ he remembers, “‘you sud- 
denly say to yourself, ‘Hey, this 1s 
forever!’ I think this is where the 
trapped feeling comes from.”” 

Believing there is no end to what 
we have begun can also set us up to 
find fault with and buck the system. 
We try to change it and usually it 
doesn’t change. That gives us the 
right to be dissatisfied and to move 
on- to get out of the trap. 

Bob didn’t leave his trap, and has 
since ceased to view his job that way. 
He learned to accept those imperfec- 
tions beyond his control, gradually 
tapered off his workload, and 
delegated more responsibilities to 
others. And by creating more time 
outside his work, Bob has improved 
his family life and indulged a series 
of personal interests he never had 
time for when he started his practice. 

Valerie,on the other hand, left her 
trap. She realized when she quit her 
magazine job that she would have to 
flounder awhile, but her need to 
move on meant more to her than the 


security she gave up. Recently she 
compiled a list of 350 things she 
wants to do during her lifetime. ‘‘I 
know I'll never accomplish 
everything,’ she admits. ‘‘But I'll 
be damned if I don’t keep trying.” 

This very decision to keep trying 
may signal the end of post-graduate 
blues. Valerie and the others all ex- 
perienced crisis symptoms. They 
have been overworked, insecure, and 
unhappy with their jobs and 
frustrated by the lack of time they 
had to devote to their personal lives. 
Loneliness and depression have been 
frequent companions. But though 
the idea that a diploma guarantees 
success and happiness proved false, 
the goals themselves are within 
reach. 

The psychiatric community 
recognizes post-grad blues, yet little 
has been written about it, perhaps 
because of the difficulty in studying a 
group as diverse and amorphous as 
graduates entering the work force. 

Gail Sheehy, in her book Passages, 
a study of all the eras of adult life, 
observes: ‘‘With each passage some 
cherished illusion of safety and com- 
fortably familiar sense of self must be 
cast off, to allow for the greater ex- 
pansion of our own  distinc- 
tiveness....We must be willing to 
change chairs if we want to grow.” 
She says that times of crisis and 
disruption are not only predictable 
but desirable. 

Among these young men and 
women who have survived the first 
few years out of college there ts a 
common sense of achievement. It’s 
difficult to say that anyone has fun in 
his 20’s, but it can be a time of great 
rewards and tremendous growth— 
an exciting decade precisely because 
it is tumultuous, and because there is 
satisfaction implicit in surviving the 


inevitable struggle. | 


You can begin to become a 
success in your spare time. Build 
a business by helping others 
achieve their goals. As you build 
your Independent Shaklee 
Distributor business you can 
choose your own hours and work 
toward the rewards of a good 
income, a Bonus Car and 
convention travel. Sell Nature- 
inspired products and share in 
over 20 years of Shaklee success. 
For your interview, call: 


Judy Johnson 

The Shaklee Station 
Westminster Beach 

(714) 891-9990 

(714) 891-0040 

Willie Stafford 

Anaheim, California 

(714) 535-5686 

Christie Wise 

Anaheim Hills 

(714) 974-7993 

Virginia Clark 
Westminster, California 
(714) 893-1121 

Bill’s Ranch Market 
Stanton, California 

(714) 898-8751 

Helen Freeman 

Huntington Beach, California 
(714) 962-3781 

Verna Wise 

Das Shaklee Haus 

Old World Shopping Center 
Huntington Beach, California 
(714) 897-7170 


Independent 
Distributor 


BY TERESA PHILBIN 


They look like the average happy 
young couple, going about their 
domestic chores and heading off to 
their jobs. But 
something is wrong with this pic- 


respective wait, 
ture. Where are their wedding rings? 
And no marriage license hangs fram- 
ed over the stove where it’s suppos- 
ed to be. What are they up to? 
What kind of a relationship is this? 

Depending on your moral point of 
view you might call it living in sin, 
cohabitation, shacking up, or simply 
living together. Whatever the label, 
more people adopt this lifestyle each 
year, not only students, but couples 
of all ages. 

Cohabitation is no longer a 
gesture of defiance. Accepted in 
America as well as in other coun- 
tries, thousands of couples choose 
this living arrangement every year. 

Because cohabitation is a fairly re- 
cent phenomenon, and the numbers 
involved grow constantly, related 
legal problems crop up more fre- 
quently. No laws deal directly with 
property rights of 
couples, but dozens can affect them 


unmarried 


in other ways. 

As attorneys Ralph Warner and 
Tony Ihara point out in The Living 
Together Kit, 
cohabitation, so the legality of your 


state laws govern 


lifestyle depends on where you live. 
In many states, it is illegal to make 
love with someone to whom you 
aren't married, or who is married to 
someone else. ‘‘Unnatural’’ sex 
violates the law in even more states. 


You can be prosecuted in 17 states 
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for simply sharing bed and board 
without a marriage license. 

Warner and Ihara recommend 
that you look up the sex laws in your 
state’s penal code and read the rules 
concerning cohabitation, copulation, 
fornication, and sodomy. Breathe 
easily if you live in California, one of 
the 19 states which hold that all 
private sex acts between consenting 
adults are of no concern to anyone 
but themselves. 

Several misconceptions surround 
cohabitation. Many couples believe 
living together constitutes marriage 
under common law. Not true. Only 
13 states now recognize common 
law marriage: Alabama, Colorado, 
Georgia, Idaho, lowa, Kansas, Mon- 
Ohio, Oklahoma,  Penn- 
Rhode Island, South 


Carolina and Texas (Washington, 


tana, 
sylvania, 


D.C. also). These state’s laws require 
a show of intent by the couple to 
enter a common-law marriage. This 
may involve taking the same last 
name, filing joint tax returns, and us- 
ing joint credit and bank accounts. 
A state which doesn’t recognize 
common-law marriages itself will 
acknowledge one legally formed in a 
common-law state. 

When a couple decides to take the 
non-matrimonial plunge and move 
in together, the best way for the in- 
dividuals to protect themselves and 
their possessions is with a contract. 
Writing down a _ relationship’s 
ground rules may seem unromantic 
— a needless formality implying a 
lack of trust. But most lawyers agree 


on the wisdom of making contracts. 
Putting it in writing forces couples 
to evaluate their expectations of the 
relationship, an exercise that may 
avert disagreements that could cause 
a break-up. And if the arrangement 
doesn't work out, a _ contract 
smooths out the split. 

“If these things are agreed to in 
the earlier part of the relationship,” 
said Murray Palitz, a Huntington 
Beach attorney, ‘‘it will make split- 
ting up much happier. Couples have 
then, 


without getting into fights over the 


enough to worry about 
material issues.’ A written contract 
protects each partner from misun- 
derstandings about who owns what 
after time has dimmed memory. 

‘*The couple should write in ma- 
jor purchases as they are acquired,”’ 
Palitz added. ‘‘So-and-So bought the 
stereo on this date, he bought a car 
here, she agrees to pay this amount 
monthly for rent. Should they split 
up and be concerned about who 
owns something, they can consult 
the contract to resolve ownership 
squabbles between themselves, or a 
lawyer can settle it more equably in 
court.’? Get money and property 
concerns down in writing from the 


Start. 


Though you can draw up a con- 
tract at home (Warner and Ihara in- 
their 
book), consult an attorney first. 


clude sample contracts in 
Have the attorney draft out a general 
contract for you and you can fill in 
the blanks detailing what property 
belongs to each of you, and how you 


[9 
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plan to divide your debts and earn- 
ings. 

Approach contract making with 
awareness of your rights. First, 
realize that you do not automatically 
assume responsibility for your part- 
ner’s debts upon moving in. Your 
first agreement should state that you 
plan to keep your wages and posses- 
sions separate, especially if either of 
you has debt problems. 

After that, follow the Keep 
Everything Separate rule. *‘Yours 
and mine,’’ not ‘‘ours,’’ can save 
trouble over property or money. 
This is vital if either partner is in 
debt. If you pool your resources, you 
could be expected to pay your 
friend’s angry creditors. 

To spare bitterness and confusion, 
keep individual savings and checking 
accounts; this goes for charge ac- 
counts and loans, too. As long as 
you both work, remain responsible 
for your own finances. Combined 
savings and cosignatures on credit 
agreements mean both are legally 
liable should one skip a loan pay- 
ment, bounce a check, or go on a 
plastic-money spending spree. In 
short, keeping separate financial 
identities ensures a minimum of 
hard feelings, ill will, or lawsuits 
resulting from a break-up. 

If you make a major purchase 
together, write an agreement which 
spells out how you will pay for it and 
how much each owes. This is most 
important if only one of you works, 
and the other compensates by keep- 
ing house. Decide how common pro- 
perty should be divided in a break- 
up. 

Cohabitants can run into trouble 
buying insurance. Though it’s easy 
to buy life insurance, some com- 
panies automatically put unmarrieds 
into a higher-risk category and 
charge loftier rates on auto, 


homeowner’s, and renter’s  in- 


34 


surance policies. Also, unmarried 
couples don’t qualify as spouses for 
health plans, which means a big dif- 
ference from the rate for married 
people. 

As far as taxes go, unmarried 
couples usually pay less than their 
wedded counterparts. As attorney 
Nora Lavori points out in Living 
Together, Married or Single: Your 
Legal Rights, a working husband 
and wife pay more federal income 
tax than two single people with the 
same combined income. Also, either 
one or both cohabitants can itemize, 
while married partners must take 
their deductions the same way. Each 
cohabitant can take the standard 
deduction, totaling more than the 
one deduction a married pair shares. 

Taxwise, it pays to be married if 
only one partner works. In the states 
where cohabitation is a crime, the 
partner who stays at home doesn’t 
qualify for dependency exemptions 
and isn’t involved in the income 
splitting factor allowed married 
couples. 

Remember one thing: it’s illegal 
for an unmarried couple to file a 
joint tax return. This could be a 
temptation if both are in a low- in- 
come bracket and the taxable income 
would be lower. Resist the urge; you 
could be inviting a bunch of trouble. 

Probably the most important mat- 
ter an unmarried couple faces is 
housing. Will they live in his place 
or her place or look for something 
new? If you move into a friend’s 
apartment, you have the choice of 
adding your name to the lease or 
rental agreement. 

If buying a house, terms of owner- 
ship are important, too. Your rights 
and responsibilities will be equal to 
those of your companion if you sign 
as co-tenant, and you would be sole 
owner of the property in the event of 
his/her death. If listed as tenants-in- 


common and one mate dies, 
however, the other has no right to 
the other share of the property 
unless it was stipulated in the deceas- 
ed’s will. If no will was left, that per- 
son’s share goes to the nearest blood 
relative; one might end up sharing a 
dream home with an unheard-of 
great uncle and his collection of 
snuff boxes. 

When moving in together, it’s a 
good idea to spell out in the contract 
how to handle household expenses, 
which can be cut down the mid- 
dle if wages are comparable. If one 
earns much less than the other, you 
may want to figure contributions 
proportional to what the take- home 
pay is. The contract should stipulate 
what non-monetary contributions 
will be made to the relationship. 
Credit the women’s groups with 
awakening the national conscience to 
the fact that keeping a household 
clean and running smoothly is a full- 
time job in itself. Your contract 
should reflect that. 

Finally, make mention somewhere 
of support obligations, if one plans to 
support the other in the event that 
the relationship ends. If both con- 
tinue to work and _ support 
themselves individually, then a sim- 
ple waiver of all claims and obliga- 
tions is sufficient. 

With this information in mind, 
would-be cohabitants can embark on 
the road to unwedded bliss with 
some safety. Living together is not 
for everyone, though. If you would 
regret missing out on the gold bands 
and ‘‘I do’s,’’ go the rice-and-rings- 
route. But if you and your partner 
tire of commuting from one apart- 
ment to another, see no reason in 
ruining a good thing, and hesitate to 
risk a marriage which could sour, 
then check it out. Living together in 
a state of mutual protection could be 
the answer. | 


DEATH VALLEY: 


A GEOLOGIC PRESSURE COOKER 


In Death Valley, restless nature twists and turns the 
landscape into fantastic shapes. Heat and pressure, 
chemicals, erosion and. drought combine to fashion 
wonders in the earth’s crust. 

Death Valley has a basin-range topography common in 
western states. Faults have torn up billion-year-old rock in- 
to jagged mountain ranges surrounding a trough shaped 
valley. And no river carries out the sediment washed 
down from these mountains; the valley traps water, salts, 


minerals, and other trace elements, forming sedimentary 
layers 13,000 feet deep. The surrounding rock deposits 
were laid down seven million years ago, when this area lay 
beneath an ocean. Magma—molten rock—has intruded 


through cracks, cooling and hardening. Solid rock, sub- | 


jected to heat and pressure, then folds and turns on itself 
over the eons, like toothpaste out of a tube. The result is a 
spectacular testimonial to the power—and patience—of 
nature. 


Dunes form when winds carry sand across the valley 


floor. Tenuously held, the rock particles bounce along. 
Anything that deflects or slows the winds—a bush, a rock, 
a small depression—causes the sand to drop. Eventually, 
the dune itself obstructs winds. Sand grains blow up the 
incline of the dune, then drop to the bottom of its nether 
side. In this way, dunes march across the valley. . | 
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Manly Beacon, and bluffs like it, result from the erosion 
of breccia, a rock consisting of angular rock fragments, 
cobbles, and boulders, cemented together in fine-grained 
material. The rock has limited porosity, so rainwater does 
not soak in. Instead, the run-off accelerates, increasing its 
ability to erode. If the breccia contains a batholith, a large, 
hard rock mass imbedded in softer soil, the sandy matrix 
beneath the mass will be sheltered from erosion, with the 
batholith acting as an umbrella. In time, erosion carves a 
pillar of breccia capped by its protective batholith > 


From Dante’s View, one sees sediments spread across 
the valley floor like lapping waves. Meager rainfall adds 


small amounts of silt and gravel each year. The steep 


mountainsides cause rain to run down them rapidly. But 
when the water hits more level ground, it dumps eroded 
material in wedge-like heaps called bajadas or alluvial fans, _ 
and the water then evaporates. 

Trace amounts of salts wash down with each rare rain, 
and being very soluble, they are the last substances the 
water deposits as it evaporates. The salts dissolve again in 
the next year’s run-off, building up a thick salt crust on 
the surface of the sedimentary layers. Salts and silts lie in- 
terbedded in the valley a thousand feet deep. Vv 


Research expenses for this article were provided 
by a grant from Reader’s Digest Magazine. 


The Devil’s Golf Course is a once-flat sheet of salt that has been wormed 
and riddled by water erosion. Water eats away at the salt beds until they 
become saturated with dissolved salt, which pools in the hollows and 
grows salt crystals—clear, geometric gems glittering in sunlit puddles. 


a 


ome é ; ; 


beds. These beds don’t shrink as a whole; individual 
centers in the mass pull crystals in around themselves, 
much the way the surface of boiling water in a pot bubbles 
in patterns. The hexagonal shape is most stable and fre- 
quent, but some do form with between four and nine 
sides. Additional salts and silts subsequently wash into the 
cracks, wedging in and pushing up the hexagon edges. 


Volcanic eruptions jolted the northern end of Death 
Valley about a thousand years ago. Explosions were touch- 
ed off when magma encountered water far below the ear- 
th’s surface. Heat and steam blew out this massive crater, 
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Evaporation causes shrinkage and cracking in the salt 


Much the same thing occurs in places where 
silt lies on the surface. Lightweight clays shrink, 
crack and curl up at the edges, leaving space for 
shrubs in which to thrust deeply in their search 
for moisture. 


Po ee 


a half-mile in diameter, and several smaller ones. No 
magma belched forth, so there is no lava flow. But black 
ash coats the terrain, in marked contrast to the colorful 


layers of rock in the sheared-off crater walls. 


Class Way 
To Go 


Bus Routes To 
California State University 
at Long Beach 


LEGEND 
@ BUSSTOPS 
erererere ROUTE 1 
mms ROUTE 4 DAY SERVICE 
memmem@ ROUTE 4 LIMITED EVENING SERVICE 
ween@ert ROUTE 5 (One Way through Campus) 
=== ROUTE 9 


E. Seventh St. 


Let Long Beach Transit Destinations of Buses Serving California State Universit 
drive you to class .. . swiftly, ie pene 


conveniently and economically. Going EAST serves Stude- Going SOUTH serves 
Show your valid student 1D card baker Rd., Navy Hospital— Belmont Shore, Naples, 
and your special student fare is Going WEST serves PCH, E. Fourth St., Downtown Long 
only 25¢. It could be the best eee ee Long Beach, Beach, Long Beach Blvd. 
quarter you’ll spend at school. RT #9— 
vee RT #4— Going NORTH serves Wood- 

Individual route schedules Going WEST serves ruff Ave., Bellflower Blvd., 

are available at Student Union, Anaheim St., Downtown Lakewood Center Mall. 
: for : ede Long Beach, Magnolia Going WEST serves 

Library, Administration Building Ave.—Going EAST serves E. Seventh St., Downtown 
and Long Beach Transit. Studebaker Rd. at Atherton. Long Beach. 


A Good Run for Your Money 


LONG IBA THRVANSIT 


For detailed route and schedule information call 591-2301 
1300 Gardenia Ave., Long Beach 90813 


Introducing the totally new Lynx from 
Lincoln-Mercury. The front-wheel-drive Lynx 
gives you more than just exceptional fuel efficiency. 


* EPA HWY. 
28 E44 ie 
MPG 


Lynx gives you a special inner world. With more 
space than Honda Accord, VW Rabbit or Toyota 
Corolla SR-5. (Based on EPA Interior Volume Index.) 
With more than 55 standard features: deep-padded 
seats that have their own coil suspension, a 
“soft-feel” padded instrument panel with 
“soft-glow” lights, over 55 square 
feet of plush carpeting, 
padded contoured armrests, 
to name but a few. 


Plus, Lynx gives you a world of firsts. 

Lynx is the first American-built compact with 
a fully independent suspension on all 4 wheels. 
For a smooth ride and precise handling. 

The first with a “swirl-effect” Compound 
Valve Hemispherical Head engine. 

For optimum fuel efficiency. 

And the first that also gives you 
a wagon which is-‘more fuel-efficient, 

than any other made in America. 

Starting today, the world belongs to 


an American car. Starting today, 
the world belongs to Lynx. 


LYNX 
LINCOLN-MERCURY DIVISION Gerd» 


LYNX FROM LINCOLN-MERCURY 


Hatchback: 28 EPA EST. MPG, 44 EST. HWY. Wagon: 25 EPA EST. MPG, 35 EST. HWY. Optional automatic transmission. Use these numbers for comparison. Your mileage 
may vary depending on speed, trip length and weather. Actual hwy. mileage lower. Comparisons exclude diesels and other Ford products Buy or Lease at your Lincoln-Mercury dealer. 


